
Broadford & Kilbane N.S.  

Newsletter 
Dear Parents, 
We’ve had a hectic second term and below are some of the achievements achieved with more to 

come!!  

 
 

 

March 2023 
 

Note : Events

Seachtain na Gaeilge 
We had a number of events planned to mark 

Seacthain na Gaeilge since the beginning of March.  

We started with the Féile na hInse Comórtais 

Ealaíne. Well done to Freya Smith, Teja Furlong, 

Shane Scully, Íde Gissane, Cora Ryan-

Humphreys, James Scully, Aoife Sweeny, 

Samantha Marsh, Ailbhe O’Loughlin and Fionn 

Boland for all winning medals.  

Next up was the Comórtais Filíochta and we had 

the following winners; Emily O’Doherty, Zoe 

Heffernan, Sofia Smyth, Ellen O’Brien, Sofia 

Walsh, Emma Cosgrove, Molly O’Sullivan, Emily 

O’Donnell and Sarah Cloete.  

In the Comórtais Agallamh Beirte we had 2 winning 

pairs, Adam Gunning & Niamh O’Connell and Fionn 

Boland & Micheál O’Connell. 

We had a large number of winners in the Comórtais 

Comhrá; Seán O’Brien, Sophie Roche, Enid 

Wixted, Zoe Heffernan, Zoe Carroll, Ruth 

Hickey, Ellen O’Brien, Sarah Cloete, Oisín 

Lovett, Emma Cosgrove, Lily Duffy 

and Emma O’Mahony.  

We also held a Féile Áth Leathan 

Comórtais Filíochta for Juniors to 1st 

Classes and the following children won 

prizes for their outstanding 

performances; Alison O’Doherty, 

Amelia O’Brien, Freya Smith, Seán 

O’Regan, Luke Chaplin, Sonny Hayes, 

Caoilinn O’Brien, Noah Ryan and Róisín O’Brien. 

Finally, 3rd-6th Classes participated in a Tráth na 

gCeist here in the school which brought our 

Seachtain na Gaeilge events to a close. We’ll 

announce the winners at our next assembly which 

takes place next week. With Homework Off 

Vouchers for the winners!! 
 

School Tours 
Details of all school tours have gone out to parents 

in all classes with payment links attached. Please 

complete these as soon as possible to allow us to 

plan accordingly. 
 

 

Sacraments 
Well done to the girls and boys in 6th class who 

were confirmed by Fr. John Bane recently. Those 

who made their confirmation were Lily Duffy, 

Niamh Grace, Saraid McNamara, Róisín Micks, 

Niamh O'Connell, Emma O'Mahony, Adam Gunning, 

Daniel Hickey, Dylan Kiniry, M.J. Madigan, Dylan 

Slattery. 

Big thanks to those parents of 5th class who 

organised the reception in the school afterwards 

and those parents who very kindly donated baked 

goods. Well done to the children from 3rd-5th who 

sang beautifully in the school choir and those who 

performed in the school band. Also well done to 

Aoibhínn and Raonaid, our mass servers. Thanks to 

Carmel Kennedy, Deirdre Troy and Fr. John for 

preparing everything so wonderfully. 

Jack O’Brien is busy preparing children in 2nd class 

for their upcoming sacrament of First 

Reconciliation which takes place in Broadford 

Church on Wednesday 29th at 7pm. 
 

Memory Lane 
We are still chasing old 

school photos for our 

‘Memory Lane’ here in 

school. This ‘Memory 

Lane’ provides great 

interest to visitors along 

with a good teaching 

resource for staff. We are especially looking for 

class pictures of any classes that attended school 

in the 1970’s, 1980’s and 1990’s. Any pictures 

received will be scanned here in school and 

returned immediately. 
 

Scholastic Bookclub 
The school received €50 worth of vouchers from 

purchases made by parents through Scholastic 

Book orders over the last month or so. These 

vouchers have been used to buy books for the 1st 

and 2nd class library.  
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M o re  News ……… …… .  
 

 

Enrolment 
Enrolment for children due to start next year closed at the end 

of last month. For any late applications, please contact the 

office directly. 

Green Schools 
Outdoor Green Spaces-with help from local basket maker Pete 

Beaumont the children created a beautiful living willow tunnel at 

the rear of the school. We also planted a mini orchard of 6 fruit 

trees and 3 ornamental native whitebeam trees close to the 

school entrance. We will also plant a mini native wood close to the 

riverbank walk with holly, hazel, birch, rowan and oak ready to 

plant. 

Litter Picking-all classes will take part in a Village clean-up. The 

younger classes will complete a sweep of the school and 

playground sites with the older classes venturing out into parts 

of the village where rubbish has accumulated. 
 

School Self Evaluation-Wellbeing  
As already mentioned, our school is engaged in a mandatory 

process of self-evaluation in the area of Wellbeing. Changing 

from a uniform to a tracksuit was the first action that arose 

from this process. The board of management are now turning 

their attention to our Healthy Eating Policy. Staff, children and 

parents will all get input into the formulation of this policy which 

we will implement once drafted and ratified.  

 

World Book Day 
 

Design a Book Cover-we had so many creative entries to this 

art competition and well done to the following winners; 

Christopher Kelleher, James Kelleher, Rebecca Keane, Freya 

Marsh Moloney, Tommy O’Brien, Finn O’Driscoll, Fionn Boland 

and Amber Aloui. 

Extreme Reading-again we had some very creative entries to 

this competition and well done to our 2 winners from 3rd class; 

Laoise O’Brien and Odhran O’Connell. 
 

Road Safety 
In the interests of child safety, a gentle reminder to never park 

in front of the old entrance as this is to be kept free for the 

school bus at all times. 

We are also hoping that the Department of Rural and Community 

Development announces CLÁR funding for 2023. If and when it 

opens, we will be making a joint submission between the school, 

community hall and Clare County Council to improve pedestrian 

access and car parking facilities adjacent both buildings.  

Accelerated Reading 
32 children from 1st-6th class have already hit their AR targets 

for this term. Targets expire on Friday 7th of April so there are  

 

 

only a few short weeks left to hit this achievement. The ‘Obair 

go Dian’ half of our school motto is evident with all the reading 

taking place!!  

School Closures 
Reminder that we are closed on Friday 17th (St. Patrick’s Day) 

and Monday 20th. School opens as normal on Tuesday 21st.  Also, 

children have a half day (12 noon) on Friday 31st for their Easter 

holidays. 

Active Corner...... 
Primary Game 
Well done to both Adam Gunning and Niamh O’Connell, both in 

6th class who were chosen to represent the school in the Primary 

Game trials. Niamh has made the Primary Game team which will 

play at half time of the Clare V Limerick Munster Championship 

match. Adam is still involved in trials to try make the boys team. 

Skills Competition 
The final round of skills testing will take place on Thursday 30th 

and Friday 31st of March (just before the Easter holidays). 

Girls and boys from 1st-6th have only a few short weeks left to 

hone their skills and be in with a chance of winning the prizes 

put forward by the hurling and camogie clubs.  

Indoor Camogie & Hurling 
We had great performances in our Indoor Hurling and Camogie 

competitions this year. The 3rd & 4th class boys had a good win 

against Scariff while our 4th & 5th class girls beat Scariff, 

Clonlara, Killaloe in the first round. They followed this up with 

impressive wins against Feakle and Crusheen in the semi finals. 

This was the first time we’ve had a girls team reach the finals. 

Unfortunately, we lost narrowly to a good Ruan side in the finals. 

Mini-7’s Hurling & Camogie 
Our 5th and 6th class boys and girls will be involved in hurling and 

camogie Mini-7 competitions in Killaloe and Clonlara 

respectively. We have training after school to prepare for these 

competitions and we wish all involved the best of luck. 

Hurling Coach 
We’ve been fortunate enough to secure a Clare GAA hurling 

coach each Friday until Easter for Juniors-1st Class. Children in 

these classes are reminded to bring their hurleys and helmets 

to school on these days. Also, the local club is running a hurley 

recycling scheme. If you have any unwanted hurleys lying at 

home, they can be dropped into school and we’ll find them a good 

home. Also, if any parent wants their child ‘sized’ for a hurley 

please ask me, as a hurley which is too long or heavy can be 

detrimental to a child developing proper technique. 
 

Le Meas,  

Aonghus O' Brien 
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